
The activities of civil society 

institutions , dealing with 

consequences of the military 

conflict in eastern Ukraine 

September 6, 2017  - "Snowball of the problems of IDPs. The 
fourth year without a thaw” - public action near the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine (text in Russian)
September, 2017 - The humanitarian team of the “Vostok- 
SOS” charitable foundation visited 13 cities and villages of 
 Eastern Ukraine and provided assistance to 250 families, 
local hospital, school and other cultural centers (text in 
Russian) 
October 23, 2017 -  Presentation of the graphic novel 
"Crossroads. Nine stories about war and violence", prepared 
by NGOs from different countries (text in Ukrainian) 
"Empowering Civil Society for the Transformation of a 
Memory Culture - Non-Violent Ways to Resolve the Hard 
Past of Donbass" - the Ukrainian-German peacebuilding 
project has started. More details from the participants (text in 
Ukrainian) 
The history of the "AKCenter" initiative, which started to 
support IDPs since the summer 2014 in Kharkiv (text in 
Russian)  
"Letters of Peace" for Ukrainians and Russians - Varvara 
Darevskaya, a civic activist from Russia, visits the conflict 
zone since the spring of 2014. She collects and sends letters 
and postcards to connect the acquaintances and strangers to 
each other. As the "postman of the peace", she delivers 
letters where no official mail works (text in Russian) 
More letters and data about her work on Varvara’s FB page
(text in Russian)  
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2.
Civil initiatives 

on war issues 

and dialogue 

opportunities

September 9, 2017 - the "Festival of Opinions" took place in 
Severodonetsk. It was organized by the “Vostok-SOS” 
Charitable Foundation together with UNICEF Ukraine and the 
“86: Afterwords/Severodonetsk” Festival of Cinematography 
and Urbanism. The participants of the festival participated in 
24 discussions on safety of people in ATO zone, the ways of 
support to universities moved from the occupied territories to 
other regions of Ukraine, the work of the media as well as the 
experience of providing assistance to forced migrants and 
similar topics in other countries (text in Russian)  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000350325635
http://vostok-sos.org/festival-mnenij-v-severodonecke-pervyj-i-vazhnyj/


September 21, 2017 - The "common kitchens" public events were
held in St. Petersburg and Voronezh to celebrate the International 
 Day of Peace. In these actions people from Ukraine and Russia 
took part to share their thoughts on current events during the tea- 
drinking (text in Russian)
The same “common kitchen” event took place in Kyiv to discuss 
the situation of those who moved from the uncontrolled territories 
(text in Russian) 
September 24, 2017 - St. Petersburg hosted an anti-war march, 
attended by about 200 people (text in Russian) 
October 1, 2017 -  "Rodina" (“Homeland”) art-group held “None of 
Violence” March” artistic anti-war action in St. Petersburg (text in 
Russian) 
An open letter from Viktoria Ivleva, photographer and public 
actvists: "Russians forgot about the war in Ukraine" (text in 
Russian)  
Interview of Valentina Cherevatenko, human rights defender from 
Russia, on situation and prospects of dialogue processes 
between the civil societies of Ukraine and Russia (text in Russian)
The Ukraine NGO Forum was created to strengthen the capacity 
of NGOs that work with the consequences of the humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine. There’s the map of organizations dealing with 
the peacebuilding and dialogue, prepared by the Ukraine NGO 
Forum (text in Ukrainian) 
A five-day training for teenagers from Donbass took place in the 
Chernigov Human Rights House as the part of the project 
"Against All Forms of Xenophobia and For Achievement of 
Equality, Including Equality of Minority Representatives". They will 
explore forum theater and other methods to discuss the 
xenophobia and diversity. After the training they will be able to 
organize such events at home (text in Russian) 
The story of political prisoner Denis Bakholdin. Russian citizen 
who took part in anti-war civil actions and  moved to Ukraine was 
detained in Russia on charges of belonging to the "Right Sector" 
political party. Denis Bakholdin needs international support (text 
in Russian) 
Oleg Sentsov, Ukrainian film director, was sentenced to 20 years 
in Russia due to his anti-war and anti-occupation activism. As an 
another stage of pressure on him, he was sent to the prison 
facility in Yamal peninsula in September, 2017. There’s the letter 
Oleg sent from the transit prison in Tyumen city, and the 
information about solidarity campaign with him (text on Russian)  

3.
Legal initiatives 

and analytics 

on war conflict 

Analysis of the Donbass Reintegration Bill (adopter in the first 
reading on October 6, 2017). The bill assumes the recognition 
of the Russian Federation as an aggressor. Analysis by 
“Ukrainska Pravda” (text in Russian), “Vostok-SOS” Charitable 
Foundation (text in Russian), “Euromaidan Press” (text in 
English)  
Social payments for IDP, analysis of changes (text in Russian) 
  

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/news/2017/09/30/135727-oleg-sentsov-v-pisme-iz-tyumenskogo-izolyatora-soobschil-ob-etape-na-yamal
http://vostok-sos.org/obnovlen-poryadok-naznacheniya-socvyplat-pereselencam/


Review of violations of human rights in some parts of Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions, September 2017 (text in Russian) 
The “Human rights violations in the south-eastern part of 
Ukraine” newsletter #9 (text in Ukrainian) 
“Surviving Hell”: places of illegal detention in Eastern Ukraine 
during the military conflict” report (text in English) 
More than 100.000 citizens can’t vote on the local elections. 
Why the IDPs were deprived of the right to vote and what 
legal solutions are possible - analysis by the "Group of 
Influence" public holding (text in Ukrainian) 
Research on employment of IDP women (text in Ukrainian) 
Humanitarian access and local organisations in Ukraine: a 
research (text in English) 
The nonbattle losses of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and 
other paramilitary formations have exceeded 10,000 since 
2014, the military prosecutor's office of Ukraine reports. Up to 
360 thousands of those who took part in ATO suffer from 
PTSD (text in Russian)
Ukraine has transferred the evidences of Russia's kidnapping 
of Donbass orphans in 2014 to the ECHR. The other lawsuits 
filed against Russia are also in process (text in Russian)
Hungary blocked the Ukraine-NATO summit as a reaction to 
the adoption of the law on education in Ukraine. According to 
Hungary’s officials, this law violate the rights of national 
minorities (text in Russian)  

Interviews 

and opinions 

4.
"Is it easy to be young after the war": a series of interviews 
with youngsters living in Donetsk (text in Russian) 
Many universities were forced to move from uncontrolled 
territories to different regions of Ukraine. The experience of
the Gorlovka Institute of Foreign Languages of the Donbass
State Pedagogical University, now in Bakhmut (Donetsk 
region), is told by its director (text in Russian) 
It became harder to live in Donbass after the beginning of 
military actions and industrial decline. The war affected the 
local communities of the front-line cities and villages. The 
local activists learned to manage most problems on their own 
(text in Russian)
Elderly women from the frontline city of Zolotoe in Luhansk 
region describe the situations they have to face (text in 
Russian) 
"On both sides": the history of volunteers from the 
"Responsible Citizens" initiative group, which was set up in 
Donetsk for assistance to local residents and then was 
expelled from thence (text in Ukrainian)
The hubs of NGOs was opened in  Kramatorsk, Liman, 
Severodonetsk and Starobelsk cities to support NGOs 
and civil initiatives with the organizational development and 
fundraising issues and to create partnerships and     

http://www.newsru.com/world/28oct2017/hungary.html
http://www.ngoforum.org.ua/uk/chogo-dosyagli-za-pivroku-novostvoreni-4-habi-na-donbasi/


establish contacts with the government and donors. They’ve
reached a lot of goals in 6 months. What does it mean for 
Donbass? (text in Ukrainian) 

Please send your information or ask your questions to: 
newsletter@civilmplus.org  

School instructions on how to behave with explosive devices, 
inactive budget for the repair of the hospital, the resumption of 
electric power after half of a year absence: the life of the 
territories on the front line (text in Russian) 
Maksym Kurochkin, the Ukrainian play-writer who lived in 
Moscow for many years, gave a long interview to Focus 
magazine about his return to Ukraine and the modern
Ukrainian theater (text in Russian)  
Writer and journalist Anne Applebaum published a "Why does
Putin want to control Ukraine" review article on the historical 
parallels and origins of the conflict in Ukraine (text in English) 
Vygaudas Usackas, former EU ambassador to Russia (2013- 
2017) - on the possible ways of development of the conflict in 
Ukraine, as well as on diplomatic measures to be taken 
against the authorities of the Russian Federation (text in 
English)
Yuri Volodarsky, literary critic who lives in Kiev, shared his 
opinion about the attitudes of the Russian-speaking literary 
community of Ukraine (text in Russian) 
 
 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2017/01/18/71193-yuriy-volodarskiy-oni-mechtayut-ob-ukraine-bez-russkogo-yazyka
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2017/01/18/71193-yuriy-volodarskiy-oni-mechtayut-ob-ukraine-bez-russkogo-yazyka

